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STAPHAGE LYSATE (SPL®)
A LONG-TERM SOLUTION FOR RECURRENT CANINE PYODERMA

• Recommended by veterinary dermatologists
• The only product of its kind for dogs
• Can reduce the need for repeated courses of antibiotics
• Easy to administer
• Cost effective

WHAT IS IT?
Staphage Lysate (SPL®) is a naturally derived product primarily made up of staphylococcal 
cellular components and a bacteriophage (virus that targets specific bacteria). It is the only 
staphylococcal product of its kind approved* for canine use that can reduce the recurrence of 
staphylococcal skin infections and stimulate the immune system simultaneously. This can help 
reduce the need for repeat courses of antibiotics, thus reduce the risk of antibiotic resistance 
developing. It is not a short-term medication but rather designed to help control the skin infection 
over time. 
*Product approved in U.S.A.

WHEN TO USE?
Staphage Lysate (SPL®) is indicated for the treatment of:
• recurrent idiopathic canine pyoderma
• related staphylococcal hypersensitivity or polymicrobial skin infections with a staphylococcal 

component.

A work-up should be conducted to rule out and/or treat any underlying conditions such as 
demodicosis, flea allergy dermatitis and hypothyroidism. In addition, SPL® has been shown to be 
effective in dogs with resistance to multiple antibiotics.

HOW DOES IT WORK?
In non-allergic dogs with a staphylococcal infection 
the SPL® bacteriophage lyses and destroys the 
staphylococcus bacteria decreasing colonisation 
and hence infection. In dogs with a staphylococcal 
infection with concurrent allergies the SPL® has 
a dual action; firstly lysing and destroying the 
staphylococcus bacteria and secondly decreasing the 
immune response to staphylococci helping to bring the 
hypersensitivity response under control.

HOW IS SPL® SUPPLIED?
SPL® is supplied in 10ml multidose rubber stoppered vials.  
It contains no preservatives; therefore, sterile 
technique must be used.

“Results of this study 
clearly indicate that SPL® 
is beneficial as adjunct 

treatment for canine idiopathic 
recurrent superficial pyoderma.
 There was significantly better 
treatment response by dogs 
treated with SPL® compared 

to those given placebo 
injections.”1



HOW IS SPL® ADMINISTERED?
SPL® is administered subcutaneously. We recommend the 
product is always administered by a veterinary surgeon.

HOW IS SPL® SHIPPED?
We ship in secure, insulated packaging which you will receive 
within 10 working days of receipt of order.

HOW DO I GET IT?
SPL® can be ordered directly from Avacta Animal Health who are 
the sole UK distributors. A Special Import Certificate (SIC)  
approved by the VMD is required for this treatment.  
For assistance with this please contact our Technical Support 
team on 0800 3 047 047.

DOSAGE SCHEDULE:
ALLERGIC DOGS NON-ALLERGIC DOGS  
Loading Regime Loading Regime 

Week 1 — 0.2ml 0.5ml twice a week for 10-12 weeks

Week 2 — 0.4ml  

Week 3 — 0.6ml 

Week 4 — 0.8ml  

Week 5 — 1.0ml

Maintenance Dose Maintenance Dose
When you reach 1.0ml dose 0.5ml to 1.0ml every 1 or 2 weeks
continue weekly injections   
of 1.0ml for approximately  
10 - 12 weeks.

Long-term maintenance for both regimes:
Injection intervals can be slowly increased over a 3 to 6-month 
period until the effective maintenance dose is achieved. If the dog 
begins to show symptoms, return to the initiation dose and titrate 
down to the longest interval that maintained adequate clinical 
control. Anecdotally, many dogs can be maintained at 3 or even 4 
weekly intervals. Those who also have seasonal allergies may need 
injections more frequently than those who do not.

SPL® CONTROLS INFECTIONS IN ATOPIC DOGS
Dr Patrick T Breen, DVM, Diplomate, ACVD from a case 
report submitted to Delmont Laboratories.
“Atopic patients with concurrent bacterial infections need 
to have both pruritus and infection problems addressed in a 
manner that gives long-term resolution. In my practice I have 
found that immunotherapy with Staphage Lysate (SPL®) can 
control the problem of recurring staphylococcal infections and 
can be given simultaneously with immunotherapy for inhalant 
allergy, yielding excellent results in controlling both of the 
offending conditions.”

INITIAL PRESENTATION OF
SKIN PROBLEMS

5 WEEKS AFTER START OF 
SPL® TREATMENT

1 YEAR OF MAINTENANCE 
ON SPL®



T – 0800 3 047 047
E – technical.support@avacta.com

For more information visit 
avactaanimalhealth.com
delmontlab.com

DOUBLE-BLINDED STUDY DEMONSTRATES  
EFFICACY OF SPL®

EVALUATION OF A COMMERCIAL STAPHYLOCOCCAL BACTERIN  
FOR MANAGEMENT OF IDIOPATHIC RECURRENT SUPERFICIAL 
PYODERMA IN DOGS
Douglas J. DeBoer, DVM; Karen A. Moriello DVM; Chester B. Thomas, DVM, PhD;  
Kevin T. Schultz, DVM, PhD

In a double-blinded placebo controlled study, documented in the American Journal of 
Veterinary Research1, dogs treated with Staphage Lysate (SPL®) demonstrated a significantly 
better response in the reduction of recurrent skin staphylococcal infection compared to 
placebo. In fact, the difference can be seen as early as 10-12 weeks, shortly after the time 
that a 4 to 6 week regimen of antibiotics wears off.

Results
“...Results of this study clearly indicate that SPL® is beneficial as adjunct treatment for 
canine idiopathic recurrent superficial pyoderma. There was significantly better treatment 
response by dogs treated with SPL® compared with those given placebo injections.

Beneficial effects, evidenced by lack of relapse of pyoderma or lessened clinical signs of 
disease, were seen as early as week 10 of treatment. More importantly, in most dogs, the 
benefits were sustained through the end of the trial (week 18).”

“Our follow-up data 22 months after the end of the trial indicated that 50% of the owners of 
responding dogs were still administrating SPL®, with apparent benefit.”

References:
1. Evaluation of a commercial staphylococcal bacterin for management of idiopathic recurrent superficial pyoderma in dogs, DeBoer DJ, 
Moriello KA, Thomas CB, Schultz KT. AM J Vet Res. 1990 Apr, 51(4): 636-9
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Significantly better response by dogs treated with SPL® in reduction of recurrent pyoderma 
compared to placebo.*

*All dogs were treated with SPL® and antibiotics for initial 6 weeks. At week 6, antibiotics were discontinued and SPL® treatment 
alone significantlly controlled pyoderma.
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